
1 
 

STATUTORY, STAKEHOLDER AND LANDOWNER RESPONSES 

KENT’S POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER MATTHEW SCOTT 

Would like further details on the impact to frontline policing in respect of conditions applicable to 

rough sleeping, begging and NPS and has suggested we consult with the Chief Inspector to this end. 

Police officers will not be required to enforce rough sleeping and begging conditions but police 

attendance may be requested on occasions where a risk assessment suggests attendance is 

necessary. This will be resourced through police officers based in the Community Safety Unit and the 

town centre policing team by way of the CSU Sergeant or Inspector. 

Discussions of how NPS is enforced are ongoing but incidents since 2015 when this restriction was 

first considered have reduced to almost zero. It may also be the case that incidents of suspected NPS 

use is managed through the Misuse of Drugs Act. However, there is still scope for enforcement by 

PCSOs through the use of penalty notices. Acting Inspector Richard Pringle is following this up with 

policy makers at police HQ and the new District Commander Peter Steenhuis. 

The PCC will be updated as a result of this report and discussions with working level leads. 

KENT POLICE’S DISTRICT COMMANDER FOR TUNBRIDGE WELLS AND TONBRIDGE 

Inspector Chris Mayers in his role as acting District Commander provided the following feedback: 

“A partnership agreement on police support for enforcing rough sleeping and begging would create a 

clear understanding of how this support will be provided.” 

Police support will be requested to prevent a breach of the peace following a risk assessment. This 

will be agreed through discussions with the CSU Inspector or Sergeant. 

Following the introduction of the Psychoactive Substances Act 2016 and the closure of many ‘head 

shops’ selling legal highs, Tunbridge Wells and many other districts has seen a dramatic reduction in 

reports of these substances being used in open spaces. Police may use the Misuse of Drugs Act to 

address issues of NPS as they frequently contain illegal substances such as cannabis and cocaine. 

Discussions are ongoing with senior police officers as to how this may be addressed and changes to 

this prohibition may results from these discussions. 

Alcohol Control Zones have proved to be successful over a number of years and a furtherance of the 

current zones is agreeable 

CHIEF CONSTABLE – KENT POLICE 

Chief Constable Alan Pughsley has had sight of the consultation and has asked Inspector Terry 

Newman, as Strategic Partnerships lead, and Chief Inspector Pate to provide detailed feedback.   

As mentioned above the Chief Inspector has provided feedback through the CSU Inspector.  

Inspector Newman has confirmed his involvement and his close working relationship with the CSU 

Inspector in this regard. Inspector Newman expects to have further input now that the consultation 

has closed and we move towards firm proposals of conditions. 
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JESS HUTTON, CAMPAIGNS ASSISTANT, DOGS TRUST 

FOULING OF LAND BY DOGS 

Dogs Trust consider ‘scooping the poop’ to be an integral element of responsible dog ownership and 

would fully support a well-implemented order on fouling. We urge the Council to enforce any such 

order rigorously. In order to maximise compliance we urge the council to consider whether an 

adequate number of disposal points have been provided for responsible owners to use, to consider 

providing free disposal bags and to ensure that there is sufficient signage in place.  

We question the effectiveness of issuing on-the-spot fines for not being in possession of a poo bag 

and whether this is practical to enforce. 

 
DOG EXCLUSION 

Dogs Trust accepts that there are some areas where it is desirable that dogs should be excluded, 

such as children’s play areas, however we would recommend that exclusion areas are kept to a 

minimum and that, for enforcement reasons, they are restricted to enclosed areas. We would 

consider it more difficult to enforce an exclusion order in areas that lack clear boundaries.  

Dogs Trust would highlight the need to provide plenty of signage to direct owners to alternative 

areas nearby in which to exercise dogs. 

THE KENNEL CLUB 

DOG FOULING 

The Kennel Club strongly promotes responsible dog ownership, and believes that dog owners should 

always pick up after their dogs wherever they are, including fields and woods in the wider 

countryside, and especially where farm animals graze to reduce the risk of passing Neospora and 

Sarcocystosis to cattle and sheep respectively. We would like to take this opportunity to encourage 

the local authority to employ further proactive measures to help promote responsible dog 

ownership throughout the local area in addition to introducing Orders in this respect. These 

proactive measures can include: increasing the number of bins available for dog owners to use; 

communicating to local dog owners that bagged dog poo can be disposed of in normal litter bins; 

running responsible ownership and training events; or using poster campaigns to encourage dog 

owners to pick up after their dog. 

DOG FOULING - REQUIREMENT TO BE IN POSSESSION OF MEANS TO PICK UP  

Whilst the Kennel Club supports proactive efforts on behalf of local authorities to encourage 

responsible dog ownership and to ensure that those who are not picking up after their dogs are 

brought to book, this has to be fair and proportionate and we would not like to see responsible dog 

owners penalised unfairly. The Kennel Club has concerns over proposals to introduce an offence of 

not having the means to pick up. 

DOG EXCLUSION 
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The Kennel Club does not normally oppose dog exclusion or dog on lead orders in playgrounds, or 

enclosed recreational facilities such as tennis courts or skate parks, as long as alternative provisions 

are made for dog walkers in the vicinity.  

With regards to playing fields, we ask local authorities to consider whether or not access restrictions 

are absolutely necessary. 

It is also worth noting that compliance with such an order can be difficult for a dog walker if there 

are no boundaries around the playing field as when exercising their dogs off lead, dogs will not 

recognise the difference between playing fields and other grassed areas. 

The council should consider whether alternative sites for dog walkers are suitable and can support 

an increase in the number of dog walkers using them. 

To be complaint with the public sector Equality Duty we submit the council should consider the 

accessibility of restriction free alternatives for those with reduced mobility (including but not limited 

to those with a disability or elderly persons for instance. 

MARK WILLIAMS, CRICKET CLUB CHAIRMAN, NEVILLE GROUND 

As has been mentioned Tunbridge Wells Cricket Club, the Hockey Club and the Harriers have been 

pushing for some time to have dogs excluded from all playing surfaces at the Nevill. It is a great 

shame that we have had so many issues with owners who do not pick up after their dog and leave 

the dog mess in areas where children and adults play sport. But it is for this reason why all the 

schools in this area have now excluded all dogs from school playing fields so that the school users 

are safeguarded. 

As Chairman of the cricket club we have a commitment we have to give to all our members and the 

ECB with regard to health and safety and so it is vital that the Council do put an order to protect the 

Nevill. This will be consistent with other areas such as Brighton that have addressed this and 

protected sports grounds like the Nevill 

The groundsman at the Nevill is very keen to make sure the playing surfaces do not have dogs as it is 

interfering with his preparation for the season and so the sooner the order can be put in place the 

better please. 

ROGER CLARKE, CHAIRMAN, TUNBRIDGE WELLS RFC 

We are a Sports Club with some 700 youngsters from the age of 6-18 using the sports pitches for 

Rugby at St Marks. Over 160 adults also use these pitches for rugby purposes. 

In addition, in the summer over 100 youngsters and 30 adults use the pitches for cricket. Community 

activities for primary schools and for local businesses also take place and include cross country, tag 

rugby and cricket. We have liaised with the Council to try and reduce the amount of dog fouling at 

our ground. We have notices supplied to encourage owners to keep dogs on leads in order for them 

to be aware when their dog defecates and are therefore able to remove from sports playing areas 

and the grass in general. The majority comply but a large minority refuse to have their dogs on leads 

or pay attention to what their dogs are doing. 
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At the beginning of the 2017-18 season the Club cleared up 65 different dog faeces from the playing 

areas. A week later the exercise was repeated and another 35 were removed from land owned by 

the Council and the Club. In October a First XV League game against Hertford was halted by the 

match official on two separate occasions to remove dog faeces from the pitch. Dog faeces on sports 

playing areas are a serious health problem. Recently a player at Crowborough RFC suffered a very 

serious eye infection diagnosed as being caused by dog faeces. We owe it to our players, young and 

old, to ensure we do not suffer the same experience. For this reason we support a ban on dogs being 

exercised anywhere on the playing area. 

COMMONS CONSERVATORS 

The whole of Tunbridge Wells Common would benefit from being part of the alcohol control zone. 

Dog fouling - This is a persistent problem on the paths of the Common. Enforcement officers rarely 

patrol the Common. There are dog bag dispensers at all main entrances to the Common. 

In a separate letter to Chief Executive William Benson: The Conservators asked me to write to you on 

their behalf to express their support for the measure which should help to improve life in the town 

and on the Common - Rodney Stone, Clerk. 

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL – COMMUNITY SAFETY UNIT  

KCC CSU acknowledged receipt of the consultation letter and provided further instruction to notify 

other KCC departments where they would be considered a key stakeholder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


